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What are skate?

The flapper skate is a top predator — their only known enemies
are people. Their size and formidable strength makes them very
attractive to game anglers, who enjoy the thrill of catching large
fighting fish.
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lapper skate Dipturus inten‘:'ned:l'.a > Ve 35 'E’:,_,._,“

photographed in Scapa Flow in 2010 :
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Skate are bottom dwelling species in the shark family. Their
distinctive flat shape stems from their greatly enlarged pectoral
fins. They also have a long pointed snout and prominent tail.

Skate have a large mouth with rows of small
angular teeth making them formidable £ g
predators. They hunt a variety of 7 4:;_'THE‘ ﬁdath-bf'_
prey species, such as crustaceans, £ B elif JaRge G
molluscs and fish on the seabed,

whilst they will also catch other

fish species in mid water.

Flapper skate

Dipturus intermedia
being caught by anglers
in Orkney in the 1970s

skate illustrations: Marc Dando  design: lain Ashman photos: Dan Wise, Magnus Spence
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How can you help?

Conserve all flapper skate by returning
captured fish safely back to sea and ensure
others follow this good practice.

Take part in the tag and release scheme
by contacting Orkney Skate Trust for a
tagging guide.

Report all your flapper skate sightings and
captures from waters around Orkney and
the north of Scotland to the Orkney Skate
Trust. Submit any photos of Orkney flapper
skate to the Orkney Skate Trust.

Divers — Please inform the Orkney Skate
Trust of the underwater location of any flap-
per skate egg cases around Orkney and the
north of Scotland.

Become a member of the Orkney Skate
Trust — email us or go online for an
application form.

* ¢ oo o

www.orkneyskatetrust.org.uk

Contact the Orkney Skate Trust
Email: mail@orkneyskatetrust.org.uk
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